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USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
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AMEMBASSY DOHA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

DOD 
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CIA 

USICA 

NSC 

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS POUCH 

UNCLAS STATE 156898 

CINCEUR EOR POLAD; TEL AVIV EOR PAO, DELIVER BY 9 A.M. 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT:DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JUNE 20, 1978 

I . EOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EX- 
CERPTS PROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 20. PYI 
ONLY, OFFICER PRESENT TODAY WAS HODDING CARTER. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YET ON THE RESPONSE TO THE ISRAELI 
STATEMENT? 
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A. NO. I DON'T. I AM .STILL IN THE SAMP POSTURE AS 
YESTERDAY. THERE WILL BE MORE CONSULTATIONS. 

Q. DOES THAT INCLUDE A TRIP HERE BY ANY HIGH-RANKING 
ISRAELI OFPICIALS? 

A. I DON'T KNOW OF ONE. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US SOME IDEA OF WHAT THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
MIGHT BE IN THE NEXT TWO OR THREE WEEKS? 

A. BEYOND THE KNOWN FACTOR OF THE VICE PRESIDENT'S TRIP, 

I WOULD NOT WANT TO BET MONEY ON ANYTHING. I PERSONALLY 
WOULD NOT RECOMMEND THAT ANYBODY PACK THEIR BAGS FOR JUNE, 
BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW ENOUGH BEYOND THAT TO SAY. 

Q. YOU SAID CONSULTATIONS ARE CONTINUING. WHAT CONSUL- 
TATIONS ARE TAKING PLACE RIGHT NOW? IS IT ON THE ISRAELI 
POSITION OR THE EGYPTIAN POSITION ON THE ISRAELI RESPONSES? 

A. WE ARE CONSULTING WITH BOTH, AS YOU KNOW. 
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Q. WHY? 

A. BECAUSE WE WISH TO SEE WHAT THE REACTION IS ON THE ONE 
HAND FROM THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH SOME REACTION HAS BEEN 
EXPRESSED PUBLICLY, AND ALSO BECAUSE WE WANTED, AND HAVE 
RECEIVED, SOME DEGREE OF FURTHER CLARIFICATION OF WHAT THE 
CABINET POSITION MEANT AND THE PARLIAMENTARY ENDORSEMENT 
MEANT. 

Q. DO YOU SEE THEN, SINCE YOU GOT THAT CLARIFICATION, ANY 
FORWARD MOVEMENT AT ALL? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO CHARACTERIZE OUR 
INTERPRETATION OF THIS. 
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Q. WELL, IF YOU HAVEN'T GOTTEN ANY FORWARD MOVEMENT FROM 
THE ISRAELIS, WHAT IS THE POINT OF GOING TO THE EGYPTIANS? 

A. I AM SAYING THAT I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO CHARAC- 
TERIZE HOW WE VIEW IT. 

Q. THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH WHAT YOU SAID YESTERDAY, BUT 
MY QUESTION IS: IF YOU HAVEN'T GOT ANYTHING THAT YOU 
REGARD AS CONSTRUCTIVE OR NEWLY FLEXIBLE ON THE PART OF 
THE ISRAELIS, WHY ARE YOU TALKING TO THE EGYPTIANS? 

A. THE SPOKESMAN FROM HERE HAS NEVER SAID WE DIDN'T HAVE 
ANYTHING CONSTRUCTIVE, NOR HAVE I SAID IT ANYWHERE ELSE. 

I'M SAYING THAT I AM NOT AUTHORIZED TO CHARACTERIZE HOW 
WE VIEW IT. NOW THE FACT THAT WE ARE TALKING WITH THE 
EGYPTIANS, YOU CAN DRAW ANY CONCLUSIONS YOU WANT. 

Q. THE ISRAELI RESPONSE. 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO CHARACTERIZE OUR RESPONSE 
OR THEIR RESPONSE IN THIS EXCHANGE SO FAR. 

Q. ARE YOU DELIBERATELY IMPLYING HERE THAT THE CLARIFICA- 
TIONS MAY HAVE SHOWN A BIT MORE FLEXIBILITY THAN WAS EVI- 
DENT AT FIRST? 

A. NO, I AM TRYING VERY CAREFULLY NOT TO IMPLY ANYTHING - 
NOT TO CHARACTERIZE IN ANY WAY. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANY RESPONSE FROM THE SADAT SPEECH TODAY? 

A. NO. 
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Q. IN THE SADAT SPEECH - HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING, IN TRANS- 
LATION AT LEAST: "WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO SURRENDER ONE 
SQUARE CENTIMETER OF ARAB LAND - NOT JUST EGYPTIAN LAND." 
HOW IS THIS INTERPRETED BY OUR GOVERNMENT? 

A. I DON'T HAVE AN INTERPRETATION OF THE SPEECH. IT IS 
BEING READ NOW. 

Q. IS THIS THE EGYPTIAN POSITION AS CONVEYED OFFICIALLY 
TO US? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO COMMENT ON THE SPEECH. 

I THINK THAT YOU ARE FAMILIAR, HOWEVER, WITH A NUMBER OF 
THINGS THAT MR. SADAT HAS SAID OVER TIME PUBLICLY, AND YOU 
MIGHT JUST COMPARE THEM. 

Q. WERE THE SAME TWO QUESTIONS THAT YOU PUT TO ISRAEL 
EVER PUT TO EGYPT FOR A RESPONSE? 

A. NOT IN THAT EORM. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE SAME MATTERS 
WITH THE EGYPTIANS. WE HAVE HAD CONVERSATIONS ON BOTH 
QUESTIONS WITH EGYPT, AND I BELIEVE HAVE A SENSE OE WHAT 
THEIR POSITION IS. 

Q. DID YOU GET ANSWERS BACK FROM THE EGYPTIANS THAT STRIKE 
YOU AS A SUITABLE BASIS FROM WHICH YOU CAN THEN MOVE, 

GIVEN WHAT YOU HAVE GOT NOW EROM THE ISRAELIS, TOWARD SOME 
KIND OE RECONCILIATION OF THE TWO? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO DISCUSS HOW FAR I THINK 
THAT OUR CONVERSATIONS HAVE TAKEN US AT THIS POINT. 

Q. DOES THE CONSULTATION TAKING PLACE NOW HAVE ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH ANY PROPOSED AMERICAN PLAN TO SOLVE ANY OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST PROBLEMS? 
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A. NO, WE ARE NOT ADVANCING PLANS. 

Q. THERE WAS A REPORT OVER THE WEEKEND IN THE NEW YORK 
TIMES FROM PARIS REGARDING A SUPPOSEDLY NEW ALLIANCE BETWEEN 
IRAN, IRAQ AND SAUDI ARABIA. 
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A. THAT WAS AN INTERESTING STORY WHICH OBVIOUSLY WAS READ 
WITH INTEREST. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON IT. I THINK, 

HOWEVER, THE HEADLINE NOTWITHSTANDING, THE STORY WAS A 
LITTLE SOFTER THAN THE HEADLINE SUGGESTED. AS A MATTER 
OF FACT, IT WAS A LOT SOFTER. 

Q. THE THREAT FROM IRAQ TO SAUDI ARABIA WAS A MAJOR 
ARGUMENT IN THE F-I5'S DEBATE. 

A. YES. I HAVE HAD OCCASION FROM HERE BEFORE TO SAY 
THAT WHILE I AM CONFIDENT OF THE GOOD FAITH, INTEGRITY AND 
COMMON SENSE, I AM NOT ALWAYS SURE THAT EVERY NEWS STORY 
IS EXACTLY ACCURATE. 

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THIS STORY WASN'T ACCURATE? 

A. I AM SAYING THAT I HAVEN'T THE FAINTEST IDEA. 

Q. HAVE YOU LOOKED INTO IT? 

A. I HAVE NO ASSESSMENT. I AM CERTAIN THAT IT'S BEING 
STUDIED VERY CAREFULLY. 

Q. BUT IRRESPECTIVE OF THIS STORY, ARE THERE INDICATIONS 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA AND IRAQ ARE IMPROVING RELATIONS RIGHT 
NOW? 
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A. I HAVE SEEN NO PUBLIC MANIFESTATION OF THAT. 

Q. WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR THE UNITED STATES AND IRAQ 
TO RESUME DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS? 

A. THERE WAS A FLURRY OF CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THAT ABOUT A 
YEAR AND A MONTH AGO. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB FLEW INTO 
IRAQ, HAD SOME CONVERSATIONS AND THEN FLEW BACK TO GENEVA 
WHEN WE WERE THERE. THERE HAS BEEN NO PARTICULAR PROGRESS 
SINCE THEN THAT I AM AWARE OF. WE CONTINUE TO HAVE AN 
INTERESTS SECTION MAN THERE. 

Q. ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TODAY? 

A. YOU DON'T DOUBT THAT WE WERE PLEASED BY THE DECISION 
OF OPEC. VANCE 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED ALGIERS. 
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